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MONTANA GRASSLANDS
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MISSOULA-Melvin S. Morris, professor of forestry at the University of Montana, has been named
to direct an ecological study of the productivity of Montana’s fescue grasslands as part
of the International Biological Program (IBP).
The appointment was announced by the Program's Grasslands Biome director, Dr. George
M. Van Dyne of Colorado State University, Fort Collins.
The three-year project will be sponsored jointly by the UM School of Forestry and
the National Science Foundation
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and will be conducted on the National Bison Range near Moise, Mont.
According to Morris, the IBP is a worldwide study of organic production designed
to accurately estimate the world's existing resources and the potential yield of these
resources.
"During the course of our particular research", said Morris, "we will monitor a
number of environmental factors, such as precipitation, wind velocity, and soil moisture
and temperature, and will measure their effect on plant productivity.
"The productivity of the fescue grasses can, in turn, be correlated to animal
production by herbivores and by secondary consumers such as man," he said.
According to Morris, his study of the Grassland Biome and similar studies of various
other environments throughout the world will help determine the relative potential of
these environments to produce plant and animal matter.
"This knowledge," he said, "will help man to better meet the needs of his growing
population."
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